
 

Botswana Travel Information 

 
 

The country’s primary tourist draw card is undoubtedly the vast red expanse of the Kalahari Desert and its 

remarkably beautiful Okavango Delta - the largest inland delta in the world - where a spectacular landscape of grassy 

plains and limpid lagoons provide sustenance to an extraordinary abundance of African wildlife. Other highlights 

include the impressive Makgadikgadi salt pans where visitors are privy to massive zebra migrations during the flood 

season; the Savuti plains which host large prides of lions and Chobe National Park which is home to large herds of 

elephant. Each destination offers something different but combining these places of interest is simple to arrange 

with light aircraft charters serving each destination and you can even enjoy some bird's eye game viewing on the 

way. 

Our top places to visit in Botswana: 
• Okavango Delta: Botswana’s green oasis 
• Chobe National Park: elephants & predators  
• The Kalahari: unique parks & thriving wildlife  
• Linyanti, Selinda & Kwando: exclusive wetland reserves  

Best Time to Visit Botswana 

The question of when to go to Botswana is best answered by thinking about what you want to experience. Game 

viewing is at its peak during the dry winter months of May to October when animals are concentrated in ever 

increasing numbers at water sources as the dry season wears on. Many experts regard the cooler months of June to 

August as the best time of year for a Botswana safari - the game viewing is consistently excellent, there's virtually no 

rain and the risk of malaria is at its lowest. Reaching peak concentrations during the hot and dry September/October 

months, wildlife tends to disperse during the rainy January to April summer but several destinations such as Chobe's 

Savute region and the Kalahari offer excellent summer game viewing with many young being born and bird life is at 

its peak.  

 

Travel tip: Prices can be very steep in Peak Season from Jul-Oct. ‘Green Season’ from Dec-Mar offers excellent value 

for money with prices dramatically reduced while ‘Shoulder Season’ in Apr-Jun offers a good balance between game 

viewing and costs.   



Visa and Passport requirements 

 Passports:  
• Every visitor to Botswana must be in possession of a passport that is valid until six months after the initial date of 

travel. 
• The situation regarding blank pages in passports, for visits to Southern Africa, changes regularly. We strongly 

encourage all travellers to or from Botswana via South Africa to have six or more unstamped visa pages in their 
passport. Blank “endorsement” pages are not sufficient. The blank pages must be “visa” pages.  Travelers without 
the requisite blank visa pages in their passports may be refused entry into Botswana or neighbouring countries. 
Please check blank visa page requirements for all countries visited in a single itinerary and ensure you are covered. 
 

Visa’s:  
• No visas are required by citizens of EU countries, most Commonwealth countries, the USA, South Africa, 

Switzerland, Israel and Norway. Upon arrival, you will receive a 30 to 90-day entrance stamp. If travelling on an 
emergency travel document from any country a visa will be required before travel. 

• For visitors from other countries, please check with your nearest Botswana Consulate about obtaining a visa. 
 

As of TBA, with the exception of residents and citizens of the Southern African Development Community (SADC) 
member states, visitors will pay USD30.00 (US Dollars) in cash, or by debit or credit card at ports of entry for a NEW 
Tourism Tax. A unique receipt, corresponding with the passport, will be generated automatically. This is to be 
presented to Immigration Officials. The passport and receipt will be stamped and handed back to the traveller and 
the receipt will be valid for a 30-day period and can be used for multiple entry. 

 
Travelling with Kids:  

• Please note that children under the age of 18 must be in possession of an unabridged birth certificate that 
contains both parents' full names, as well as their own passport. Children travelling with only one parent or 
guardians must produce relevant documents - such as letters of permission from the parent/s or custody court 
orders - that show they have permission to travel. You may not be allowed to enter or leave Botswana without the 
relevant documents. All travellers should visit the Botswana Department of Home Affairs (DHA) website and check 
the latest requirements with the nearest Botswana consulate before traveling. All documents must be original or 
copies certified as a true copy of the original by a commissioner of oaths or the equivalent commissioning 
authority. 

 

Visas are not the responsibility of Redfoot Safaris. Please check with local authorities for all information pertaining to 
visa and passport requirements as these can change without prior notice. Redfoot Safaris cannot be held responsible 
if the visa situation changes after we have provided the information. We suggest you check at the time of booking 
and again one month prior to your departure from your home country.  

Health Requirements 

• Vaccinations: No vaccinations are required to visit Botswana; However, Yellow fever vaccination is required for 
travellers who are arriving from, or have transited through, countries with risk of yellow fever transmission. Please 
note that Kenya is an endemic country so please check with your Local Travel Clinic for requirements and updates. 
You can find detailed information on vaccinations and other health precautions on the CDC website. For 
information about outbreaks of infectious diseases abroad, consult the World Health Organization (WHO) 
website, which contains additional health information for travellers, including detailed country-specific health 
information. 

• Malaria: Parts of Botswana carry a high risk for malaria, especially around Chobe and the Okavango Delta. Visitors 
should prepare accordingly and use malaria prophylaxis and mosquito repellent when visiting these areas. For 
information on malaria, its prevention, protection from insect bites, and anti-malarial drugs, please visit the CDC's 
malaria web page. 

• Botswana does not have good medical facilities and decent treatment will need to sort in South Africa. All medical 
treatment must be paid for at the time of treatment, so clients need to carry medical insurance. This is very 
important. 

• We recommend bottled water while travelling in Botswana.  
 

http://www.home-affairs.gov.za/
http://www.cdc.gov/malaria/
http://www.cdc.gov/malaria/


Luggage Restrictions: 

• Scheduled light air transfers to all safari camps within Southern and East Africa, allows each guest a luggage 
allowance ranging from 12-20kg (26-44lbs) of baggage. This includes camera equipment & hand luggage and must 
be packed in a soft sided bag with no rigid frames (i.e. Duffel bags).  

• The maximum dimensions of the soft bags which can be accommodated are as follows: 25cm (10 inches) wide x 
30cm (12 inches) high and 62cm (24 inches) long. Please keep in mind that the baggage compartments on most of 
the light aircraft are only 25cm (10 inches) high, so the pilots must have the ability to manipulate the bag into the 
compartment. 

• Specific baggage restrictions pertaining to the flights booked in each specific itinerary will be provided. 
• Passengers weighing more than 100kg (220 lbs) must please advise us in advance as an extra seat may need to be 

costed into the package for safety purposes. 

Money & Spending 

The national currency of Botswana is the Pula - a regionally strong currency - but the US dollar is the accepted form 

of payment at most lodges throughout the country. Major credit cards are accepted at most lodges, however, some 

establishments do not accept payment by Diners or American Express. 

Travel Tip: There is little to no opportunity to withdraw cash once you enter Botswana as the lodges are situated in 

remote areas with no banking facilities. Please ensure that you plan for this before entry and ensure that you have at 

least some USD in cash for border crossings, tips or purchases outside of the lodges. Lodge bills, purchases and tips 

can be settled by credit card on departure. 

 

Tipping 

Provided the service is good, it is customary to tip lodge staff and guides in USD on your Botswana safari. Lodge and 

staff tips can also be settled on credit card on check-out to prevent large amounts of cash being carried. An in-depth 

tipping guideline will be provided on request. 

Travelling in Botswana with kids: 

Botswana is educational, interactive, and its well-equipped lodges offer family tents, activities and safe areas for 

children. However, check with your operator before travelling in Botswana with kids – and be sure to let them know 

how old your children are. 8 year olds can sometimes go on standard game drives, but bush walks and many water-

based activities are only suitable for those aged 12, 14 or even 16. 

Photography: 

A good SLR or digital SLR camera with telephoto zoom lens (70-300mm) is recommended for photography of birds 
and animals. A wide angle lens (18-55mm) is recommended for people portraits or scenery photography. A big 
memory card and spare batteries as recommended as these are often not available at the bush camps/lodges.  

 


