
 

 

Kenya Travel Information 

 

Resting in the magnificent Great Rift Valley and presided over by the majestic Mount Kilimanjaro, Kenya is characterised 

by hauntingly beautiful natural landscapes of forested hills, patchwork farms, wooded savanna and vast forests 

brimming with an extraordinary abundance of wildlife. The nation’s diverse range of traditional African cultures is 

influenced by over 70 unique ethnic groups from the Maasai, Samburu, Kikuyu, and Turkana tribes to the Arabs and 

Indians that settled on the coast. Add to this: an exquisite tropical coastline fringed with breath-taking golden sand 

beaches; gorgeous coral gardens providing excellent snorkelling and diving opportunities; and a slew of lively beach 

resorts, and it is easy to see why so many visitors flock here from around the world to experience a truly unique African 

adventure in one of the world’s most pristine safari destinations.  

Our top places: 
• Nairobi: East Africa's logistics hub 
• Masai Mara: wildebeest migration & year-round game-viewing 
• Mombasa & Kenya Beaches: family resorts & luxury lodges 
• Lamu Archipelago: classic barefoot luxury beach experience 
• Amboseli National Park: the best views of Mt Kilimanjaro 

Best time to visit 

A diverse geography means a variable climate across the country but Kenya is considered a year-round destination for 
both safaris and beach holidays. Most Kenya safari destinations are at their best between January and the end of March; 
the climate is mild, mostly dry and game viewing is at its peak. If, however it's a case of choosing when to go to Kenya 
for the Masai Mara wildebeest migration, then go between mid-July and October when the herds have arrived from 
their months in Tanzania's Serengeti. 
A rainy season visit - between mid-March to June and again between October and December - is worth considering for 
affordable rates and no crowds. 



Kenya's Indian Ocean coast is hot and humid all year round and rain can fall at any time. We would however recommend 
avoiding the coast during the mid-March to late May season when temperatures and rainfall are at their highest. 

Visa and passport Requirements 

Passports:  
• All visitors to Kenya require a passport valid for six months from date of departure 
• Kenyan law requires travellers to have two fully blank visa pages upon each arrival into Kenya, including following 

trips to neighbouring countries. Blank “endorsement” pages are not sufficient. The blank pages must be “visa” 
pages.  Travelers without the requisite blank visa pages in their passports will be refused entry into Kenya. Please 
check blank visa page requirements for all countries visited in a single itinerary. 

 
Visas: 

• A passport and visa are required for entry into Kenya for all visitors.  
• Entry visas are no longer available upon arrival at Kenyan airports. Kenya Immigration has instituted a new visa policy 

whereby all visitors must obtain an e-visa prior to travel on the new online visa system. 
www.ecitizen.go.ke/evisa.html     

• The current fee at time of writing is $52 and is payable online by credit card. The visa is valid for 90 days from the date 
of approval and must therefore not be obtained too early. A maximum of 90 days will be stamped on arrival and 
allows for multiple entries. 

 
Travelling with Children: 

• If your itinerary includes travel to South Africa or Botswana, please refer to the South African travel information 
details regarding travelling with kids under 18. 

 

Visas are not the responsibility of Redfoot Safaris. Please check with local authorities for all information pertaining to 
visa and passport requirements as these can change without prior notice. Redfoot Safaris cannot be held responsible if 
the visa situation changes after we have provided the information. We suggest you check at the time of booking and 
again one month prior to your departure from your home country.  

Health Requirements 

• Vaccinations: As there is a low risk of Yellow fever in most east African countries and in Kenya specifically, we do 
strongly advise having a yellow fever vaccine before travelling to the country. Proof of this vaccine may be required or 
you may be denied entry. If you are travelling from the Maasai Mara to The Serengeti via Migori and Tarime, or from 
Kenya to Rwanda or Uganda, you will certainly need to have a valid Yellow Fever Certificate on arrival. 

•  Travellers should enquire at their local travel clinic as to updated vaccination requirements. You can find detailed 
information on vaccinations and other health precautions on the CDC website.  

• Malaria: Kenya is a malaria area. Visitors should prepare accordingly and use malaria prophylaxis and mosquito 
repellent when visiting the country. For information on malaria, its prevention, protection from insect bites, and anti-
malarial drugs, please visit the CDC's malaria web page. 

• Kenya does not have good medical facilities and decent treatment will need to sort in South Africa. All medical 
treatment must be paid for at the time of treatment, so clients need to carry medical insurance. This is very 
important. 

• We recommend bottled water while travelling in Kenya.  

Luggage Restrictions: 

• Scheduled light air transfers to all safari camps within Southern and East Africa, allows each guest a luggage allowance 
ranging from 12-20kg (26-44lbs) of baggage. This includes camera equipment & hand luggage and must be packed in a 
soft sided bag with no rigid frames (ie: Duffel bags).  

http://www.ecitizen.go.ke/evisa.html
http://www.cdc.gov/malaria/


• The maximum dimensions of the soft bags which can be accommodated are as follows: 25cm (10 inches) wide x 30cm 
(12 inches) high and 62cm (24 inches) long. Please keep in mind that the baggage compartments on most of the light 
aircraft are only 25cm (10 inches) high, so the pilots must have the ability to manipulate the bag into the 
compartment. 

• Specific baggage restrictions pertaining to the flights booked in each specific itinerary will be provided. 
• Passengers weighing more than 100kg (220 lbs) must please advise us in advance as an extra seat may need to be 

costed into the package for safety purposes. 

Money and tipping 

Kenya's national currency is the Kenyan Shilling, but the US Dollar is widely accepted and is often the generally accepted 
required currency for all transactions involving foreign nationals. 
Please note that due to the number of fake notes in circulation, no US Dollar bills printed before 2003 are accepted in 
Kenya and, in fact, your safest bet is to carry notes printed after 2006. 
 

Travel Tip: There is little to no opportunity to withdraw cash once you depart from the major centers or airports. Please 

ensure that you plan for this before entry and ensure that you have at least some USD in cash for border crossings, tips 

or purchases outside of the lodges. Lodge bills, purchases and tips can be settled by credit card on departure. 

 
Tipping 
Tipping for good service is customary in Kenya although it is of course at your discretion - bear in mind that some of the 
larger hotels will add a service charge onto your bill. A 10% tip is customary in city restaurants and bars when a service 
charge is not included 

Traveling with Kids 

Kids on safari: Many safari lodges welcome kids of all ages, but some options have age restrictions from 6 years, 12 years 
or even 16 years old. Special kids on safari programs are common in the family friendly lodges to keep the kids engaged. 
Kids under 6 years of ages are generally NOT allowed on the safari vehicles unless a private vehicle is booked by the 
family. This is to protect the other guests from restless children on the vehicle as seeing wildlife requires patience and 
silence at times. Bush walks can only be carried out by those aged 12 or even 14 in some cases. 

Photography 

A good SLR or digital SLR camera with telephoto zoom lens (70-300mm) is recommended for photography of birds and 
animals. A wide angle lens (18-55mm) is recommended for people portraits or scenery photography. A big memory card 
and spare batteries as recommended as these are often not available at the bush camps/lodges.  
Camera Equipment Rental – Particular lodges are now offering travellers the opportunity to rent professional camera 
equipment for their safari. Contact us for more information. 
 
 


