
 

Namibia Travel Information 

 

With its well-developed infrastructure, some of the best tourist facilities in Africa and an impressive list of breath-taking 

natural wonders, touring Namibia is truly a pleasure. Visit the capital of Windhoek and the lovely coastal town of 

Swakopmund to discover remnants of the country’s German influence. To properly appreciate this extraordinary 

country, you will have to venture out of the cities to explore the remarkable natural landscapes Namibia has to offer. 

These include: the impressive Fish River Canyon Park; the vast Etosha National Park teeming with local subspecies, such 

as desert lions, desert elephants and the Hartmann's Mountain Zebra; the hauntingly beautiful Kalahari Desert; and of 

course the Namib Desert stretching for nearly 1000 km along the magnificent Atlantic coastline. Namibia is an ideal 

destination for travellers seeking an unforgettable African experience in a uniquely beautiful untamed wilderness.  

Our top places to visit in Namibia: 
 Namib Desert & Sossusvlei - towering sand dunes & desert wildlife 
 Swakopmund - coastal holiday town & perfect safari stop-over 
 Etosha National Park - classic game viewing & great predators 
 Skeleton Coast - shipwrecks, seal colonies & complete isolation 
 Damaraland - ruggedly beautiful scenery & desert wildlife 

Best time to visit 

The dramatic sand dunes at Sossusvlei can be visited at any time of year but the dry May to October winter months are 

widely regarded as the best time to visit Namibia for game viewing - especially in Etosha National Park. The skies are 

clear and animals are increasingly concentrated around water sources as the dry season wears on. Prepare however for 

freezing night time temperatures in June and July whereas September and October can be extremely hot during the day. 

The summer rains between November and April turn the country green and occasionally bring floods to the desert. 

December can see very rewarding game viewing in Etosha and summer is the best time to go to Namibia for bird 



watching though you'll need to watch out for malaria in the Caprivi Strip, Namibia's wettest region and a place best 

avoided in the peak wet months of January and February. 

Visa and passport requirements 

Passports:  
 Every visitor to Namibia must be in possession of a passport that is valid until six months after the initial date of 

travel. 
 The situation regarding blank pages in passports, for visits to Southern Africa, changes regularly. We strongly 

encourage all travelers to or from Namibia via South Africa to have six or more unstamped visa pages in their 
passport. Blank “endorsement” pages are not sufficient. The blank pages must be “visa” pages.  Travelers without the 
requisite blank visa pages in their passports may be refused entry into Namibia or neighboring countries. Please check 
blank visa page requirements for all countries visited in a single itinerary and ensure you are covered. 
 

Visa’s:  
 No visas are required prior to entering the country for citizens of the USA, UK, most European countries (including 

France, Germany, Italy, Austria, Belgium, Spain and Switzerland), Australia, New Zealand, Canada, Malaysia, Japan and 
Singapore. These travelers will receive an entry stamp on arrival valid for 90 days. If travelling on an emergency travel 
document, please check visa requirements as these may differ. 

 For visitors from other countries, please check with your nearest Namibian Consulate about obtaining a visa. 
 
Travelling with Kids:  
If your itinerary includes travel to South Africa, please refer to the South African travel information details regarding 
travelling with kids under 18. 
 

Visas are not the responsibility of Redfoot Safaris. Please check with local authorities for all information pertaining to 
visa and passport requirements as these can change without prior notice. Redfoot Safaris cannot be held responsible if 
the visa situation changes after we have provided the information. We suggest you check at the time of booking and 
again one month prior to your departure from your home country.  

Health Requirements 

 Vaccinations: No vaccinations are required to visit Namibia. Yellow fever vaccination is required for travelers arriving 
from countries with risk of yellow fever transmission. You can find detailed information on vaccinations and other 
health precautions on the CDC website. For information about outbreaks of infectious diseases abroad, consult the 
World Health Organization (WHO) website, which contains additional health information for travelers, including 
detailed country-specific health information. 

 Malaria: While most of Namibia is malaria-free, malaria risk exists throughout the year in the northern most parts 
near the Caprivi Strip. Visitors should prepare accordingly and use malaria prophylaxis and mosquito repellent when 
visiting these areas. For information on malaria, its prevention, protection from insect bites, and anti-malarial drugs, 
please visit the CDC's malaria web page. 

 Namibia boasts good medical facilities within the major cities, but health facilities outside of that can vary greatly 
especially in remote areas. All medical treatment must be paid for at the time of treatment, so clients need to carry 
medical insurance. This is very important. 

 Tap water in Namibia is safe to drink and cook with when taken from taps in urban areas. Not all tap water in rural 
areas is safe for consumption, so take precautions if necessary.  

Luggage Restrictions  

 Scheduled light air transfers to all safari camps within Southern and East Africa, allows each guest a luggage allowance 
ranging from 12-20kg (26-44lbs) of baggage. This includes camera equipment & hand luggage and must be packed in a 
soft sided bag with no rigid frames (i.e. Duffel bags).  

http://www.cdc.gov/malaria/


 The maximum dimensions of the soft bags which can be accommodated are as follows: 25cm (10 inches) wide x 30cm 
(12 inches) high and 62cm (24 inches) long. Please keep in mind that the baggage compartments on most of the light 
aircraft are only 25cm (10 inches) high, so the pilots must have the ability to manipulate the bag into the 
compartment. 

 Specific baggage restrictions pertaining to the flights booked in each specific itinerary will be provided. 
 Passengers weighing more than 100kg (220 lbs.) must please advise us in advance as an extra seat may need to be 

costed into the package for safety purposes. 

Money and spending 

Namibia's national currency, pegged to the South African Rand, is the Namibian Dollar but travelers who have combined 

South Africa with Namibia can use either currency in shops, lodges, markets and restaurants throughout the country. 

Note however that the Namibian Dollar is not accepted in South Africa. Visa and Mastercard credit cards are generally 

accepted throughout Namibia though holders of other credit cards are advised to check whether their card is 

acceptable. Self-drivers should note that credit cards are not accepted at petrol stations. 

Tipping 
Tipping is customary in Namibia, although entirely at your discretion. Hotels and lodges often use an 'envelope system' 

with your tip distributed amongst staff members. Lodge and staff tips can also be settled on credit card on check-out to 

prevent large amounts of cash being carried. For in-depth tipping guidelines on your Namibian safari please speak to 

your consultant as a guideline can be provided. 

Travelling with Kids 

Hotels and safari lodges are often well equipped to keep kids of all ages occupied and the variety on a Namibian itinerary 
ensures the whole family is entertained along the way. 
 
Kids on safari: Many safari lodges welcome kids of all ages, but some options have age restrictions from 6 years, 12 
years or even 16 years old. Special kids on safari programs are common in the family friendly lodges to keep the kids 
engaged. Kids under 6 years of ages are generally NOT allowed on the safari vehicles unless a private vehicle is booked 
by the family. This is to protect the other guests from restless children on the vehicle as seeing wildlife requires patience 
and silence at times. Many lodges offer baby-sitting facilities on request. 
Depending on the individual lodge visited, bush walks can only be carried out by those aged 12, 14 or even 16 in some 
cases. 

Photography 

A good SLR or digital SLR camera with telephoto zoom lens (70-300mm) is recommended for photography of birds and 
animals. A wide angle lens (18-55mm) is recommended for people portraits or scenery photography. A big memory card 
and spare batteries as recommended as these are often not available at the bush camps/lodges.  
Camera Equipment Rental – Particular lodges are now offering travelers the opportunity to rent professional camera 
equipment for their safari. Contact us for more information. 
 

 

 


