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WHERE TO GO ON SAFARI: East Africa vs Southern Africa 

Southern vs East Africa as a safari destination: There is so much to see in both Southern and East Africa that exploring one or 
two countries in depth is much more rewarding than skimming the highlights of multiple countries or regions. Travelling 
distances between these regions are significant so most people choose to focus on one region unless they are travelling for an 
unusually long period. For some people the decision is simple because of their interests. For instance those that want to add a 
Gorilla trek to their trip would head to East Africa. Those that wish to visit Cape Town and Victoria Falls would head for a 
Southern African Safari. If looking at the pure safari experience, there are pros and cons of each and either way you can’t go 
wrong. They do offer a different safari experience which means you just have to return and try the other. 
 

 

Southern Africa East Africa 

Cape Town & Kruger (South Africa); Okavango Delta & 
Chobe (Botswana); Victoria Falls (Zambia/Zim); 

Kalahari & Namib Desert (Namibia); Mozambique 
beaches, Mauritius & Seychelles 

Great Migration in Serengeti (Tanzania) & Masai Mara 
(Kenya); Ngorongoro Crater; Gorilla trekking in 

Rwanda & Uganda; Zanzibar beaches; Seychelles & 
Northern Mozambique 

Lower herd numbers, but better sightings of rhino, 
leopard, & huge elephant herds in Botswana. Safari 

vehicles often get you right up to the big game for up-
close & exhilarating experiences. Vegetation is a lot 

bushier with small open plains. 

Higher density of animals with huge herds of plains 
game, even outside of the Great Migration. Huge 

open plains are great for predators and plains game. 
Lots of wide open spaces and vistas. 

Low vehicle concentration at sightings due to strict 
regulations at private reserves offering a more private 

viewing experience. 

Outside of private concessions, there is no limit to the 
number of vehicles at any particular sighting. More 

private concession experiences now on offer. 

More time spent in one region at one or two safari 
lodges. Morning and evening drives with midday 

spent around the lodge. 

Safari circuits where you are on the move every 
couple of days. Bigger distances to cover and you can 

spend a lot more time in the safari vehicles even if 
flying between lodges. 

Open sided safari vehicles allowing more intimate 
animal encounters 

Depending on location and driving distances to cover, 
vehicles can be fully enclosed with pop-up tops. 

Small, intimate luxury lodges in private concessions 
are more the norm in the south. The luxury is taken to 
the next level with private plunge pools and the like. 

Lodges in the east have typically been bigger safari 
lodges with an emphasis on tented camps. However 

recently more ‘south style’ luxury lodges have 
opened. A better option for a mobile tented safari 

experience. 

A wide range of good lodges across a broad price 
spectrum and your money goes further in a 

destination like South Africa.  

Prices fluctuate steeply between low and high season. 
High park fees and huge travelling distances make an 

affordable safari harder to find.  
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