
 

 

 

 

 

Tanzania Travel Information 

The name Tanzania conjures up images of wildebeest stampeding across vast savannah, rain forests teeming with 

monkeys and birdlife, and great plains brimming with legions of game. All of these natural wonders and more are on 

offer in this exceptionally diverse African nation. Visitors typically visit Tanzania to partake in at least one of the four well 

known Tanzanian tourist experiences: a relaxing seaside vacation on the picturesque island paradise of Zanzibar, an 

underwater tour of some of the world’s most renowned dive sites around the gorgeous Spice Islands, a safari adventure 

in some of Africa’s most impressive game reserves, or a hiking excursion around Mount Kilimanjaro National Park. 

Whichever of these incredible holidays you choose, you will undoubtedly be welcomed by some fabulously friendly and 

peaceful inhabitants who, despite being divided into 120 different ethnic groups and cultures, live in harmony with one 

another and provide some of the most wonderfully exotic local cuisine you could imagine. With all of this diversity on 

offer, the most difficult part of your Tanzanian holiday experience is likely to be deciding where to go!  

Our top places 
• Serengeti National Park: wildebeest migration & year-round game viewing 
• Zanzibar & Tanzania Islands: cultural melting pot & barefoot luxury 
• Mount Kilimanjaro: Africa's iconic mountain 
• Lake Tanganyika: gateway to rainforests & chimp trekking 

Best time to Visit 

Tanzania is a huge country with much regional variation in geography and climate plus two distinct rainy seasons, the 
question of when to go to Tanzania depends on what it is that you want to experience.  

The best time to go to Tanzania for the Serengeti Migration is between November and August but you'll need to be in 
the right place at the right time to catch all the action. General game viewing in the Serengeti and Tanzania's other parks 
is at its peak during the June to October dry season. The time to see the wildebeest calving is late January to February. 



Mount Kilimanjaro is best climbed either between July and October or January to March, while the best time to visit 
Tanzania's coast, its islands and Zanzibar is between August and October - avoid the coast during the long rains of March 
to May. 

Visa and Passport Requirements 

Passports:  
• All visitors to Tanzania require a passport valid for six months from date of departure 
• Tanzanian law requires travelers to have at least one fully blank visa page upon each arrival into Tanzania, including 

following trips to neighboring countries. Blank “endorsement” pages are not sufficient. The blank pages must be 
“visa” pages.  Travelers without the requisite blank visa pages in their passports could be refused entry into Tanzania. 
Please check blank visa page requirements for all countries visited in a single itinerary. 

 
Visas: 

• Almost all visitors to Tanzania require a visa, which costs $100 for US passport holders and around $50 for non US 
travelers for a single-entry visa valid for three months. You should try to obtain a visa for Tanzania before departing 
your home country (especially if you require multiple entry); however, visas can also be purchased at Dar es Salaam 
and Kilimanjaro airports as long as you are able to pay cash in US dollars. 

 
Travelling with Children: 

• If your itinerary includes travel to South Africa, please refer to the South African travel information details 
regarding travelling with kids under 18. 

 

Visas are not the responsibility of Redfoot Safaris. Please check with local authorities for all information pertaining to 
visa and passport requirements as these can change without prior notice. Redfoot Safaris cannot be held responsible if 
the visa situation changes after we have provided the information. We suggest you check at the time of booking and 
again one month prior to your departure from your home country.  

Health Requirements 

Country entry requirement: The government of Tanzania requires proof of yellow fever vaccination upon arrival if you 
are traveling from a country with a risk of yellow fever (this does not include the US but it does include KENYA - see 
complete list: Countries with risk of yellow fever virus (YFV) transmission ). Please check with your Local Travel Clinic for 
requirements and updates.  If you are travelling from the Maasai Mara to The Serengeti via Migori and Tarime you will 
need to have a valid Yellow Fever Certificate. 

• Malaria: Tanzania is a malaria area. Visitors should prepare accordingly and use malaria prophylaxis and mosquito 
repellent when visiting the country. For information on malaria, its prevention, protection from insect bites, and anti-
malarial drugs, please visit the CDC's malaria web page. 

• Tanzania does not have good medical facilities and decent treatment will need to sort in South Africa. All medical 
treatment must be paid for at the time of treatment, so clients need to carry medical insurance. This is very 
important. 

• We recommend bottled water while travelling in Tanzania.  

Luggage Restrictions: 

• Scheduled light air transfers to all safari camps within Southern and East Africa, allows each guest a luggage allowance 
ranging from 12-20kg (26-44lbs) of baggage. This includes camera equipment & hand luggage and must be packed in a 
soft sided bag with no rigid frames (ie: Duffel bags).  

• The maximum dimensions of the soft bags which can be accommodated are as follows: 25cm (10 inches) wide x 30cm 
(12 inches) high and 62cm (24 inches) long. Please keep in mind that the baggage compartments on most of the light 

https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/yellowbook/2018/infectious-diseases-related-to-travel/yellow-fever#5291
http://www.cdc.gov/malaria/


aircraft are only 25cm (10 inches) high, so the pilots must have the ability to manipulate the bag into the 
compartment. 

• Specific baggage restrictions pertaining to the flights booked in each specific itinerary will be provided. 
• Passengers weighing more than 100kg (220 lbs) must please advise us in advance as an extra seat may need to be 

costed into the package for safety purposes. 

Money and Tipping 

Tanzania's unit of currency is the Tanzanian Shilling but our advice is to use US Dollars only - and in cash: credit cards and 

traveller's cheques (although accepted in most establishments) incur hefty transaction fees. 

Note that due to the number of fake notes in circulation, no US Dollar bills printed before 2003 will be accepted in 

Tanzania.  

Travel Tip: There is little to no opportunity to withdraw cash once you depart from the major centers or airports. Please 

ensure that you plan for this before entry and ensure that you have at least some USD in cash for border crossings, tips 

or purchases outside of the lodges. Lodge bills, purchases and tips can be settled by credit card on departure. 

 
Tipping: 

Tipping lodge staff and drivers/guides is customary for good service on a Tanzania safari, but check first to see whether a 

service charge has been added to your bill. Tipping is always in addition to the price quoted by your operator and the 

amount varies depending on the size of your group, the level of luxury of the safari and whether you thought an 

exceptionally good job was done. 

When travelling in the major Tanzania cities, a 10% tip is customary in restaurants and bars when a service charge is not 

included. 

Travelling with Kids 

Kids on safari: Many safari lodges welcome kids of all ages, but some options have age restrictions from 6 years, 12 

years or even 16 years old. Special kids on safari programs are common in the family friendly lodges to keep the kids 

engaged. Kids under 6 years of ages are generally NOT allowed on the safari vehicles unless a private vehicle is booked 

by the family. This is to protect the other guests from restless children on the vehicle as seeing wildlife requires patience 

and silence at times. 

Bush walks can only be carried out by those aged 12 or even 14 in some cases. 

Photography 

A good SLR or digital SLR camera with telephoto zoom lens (70-300mm) is recommended for photography of birds and 

animals. A wide angle lens (18-55mm) is recommended for people portraits or scenery photography. A big memory card 

and spare batteries as recommended as these are often not available at the bush camps/lodges.  

Camera Equipment Rental – Particular lodges are now offering travelers the opportunity to rent professional camera 

equipment for their safari. Contact us for more information. 


