
 

 

 

 

 

 

Uganda Travel Information 

Uganda, or the ‘Pearl of Africa’, as it was famously dubbed by Winston Churchill, is characterised by relatively dry and 

flat savanna in the North, with verdant mountains in the West, and vast dense and remarkably lush forests in the central 

region. The nation is home to an astonishingly diverse range of African wildlife including the highly endangered 

mountain gorilla which can be found in the Bwindi Impenetrable Forest. A popular spot for wildlife watching is Queen 

Elizabeth National Park, which hosts four of the Big Five, a flock of flamboyant flamingos and the rare tree-climbing lions 

of Ishasha. Outdoor enthusiasts can get their adrenaline fix with plenty of whitewater rafting, kayaking, hiking, quad 

biking and horse riding facilities on offer. Add to this some friendly locals, a burgeoning cultural scene, and a capital city 

full of lively bars, clubs and restaurants, and it is easy to see why Uganda has gained itself a reputation as 'Africa's 

friendliest country'. 

Our top places to visit in Uganda: 

• Bwindi Impenetrable Forest: gorilla trekking & rainforest wildlife 

• Murchison Falls National Park: game viewing, river cruises & birding 

• Kibale Forest National Park: primates, birds & butterflies 

• Lake Mburo National Park: serene game viewing & birding 

 

Best time to visit 

Uganda's raised topography means a cooler climate than its equatorial setting suggests but if you're planning a gorilla 
trek, it's important to know when to go to Uganda for the easiest trekking conditions. Although it's regarded as a year-
round activity, the best time to visit Uganda for gorilla trekking is during the country's two dry seasons: January and 
February and from June to September. 

http://www.go2africa.com/holiday-type/8233/why-go/gorilla-trekking
http://www.go2africa.com/holiday-type/8233/why-go/gorilla-trekking


Game viewing in Uganda's savannah parks is best at the end of the dry seasons - February and March and 
September/early October - when wildlife is concentrated around water sources. Bird watching is fantastic all year 
round but is at its peak between November and April when migrant species are present. We'd recommend avoiding a 
Uganda safari entirely during the heavy rains of April and May. 
 

Visa and Passport requirements 

Passports: 

• All visitors to Uganda require a passport valid for six months from date of departure 
• Ugandan law requires travellers to have two fully blank visa pages upon each arrival into South Uganda, including 

following trips to neighbouring countries. Blank “endorsement” pages are not sufficient. The blank pages must be 
“visa” pages.  Travelers without the requisite blank visa pages in their passports will be refused entry into Uganda. 
Please check blank visa page requirements for all countries visited in a single itinerary. 

 

Visas: 
• All visitors to Uganda will need to obtain a visa. All visa (E-Visa and E-permits) applications must be completed 

via the Government of Uganda’s website. ( https://visas.immigration.go.ug/) Under the new application process, 
you need to apply online for all immigration services such as visas, permits, and passes at least two weeks prior 
to travel. The fee for a single entry tourist visa is $50. 

 

Travelling with Children: 
• If your itinerary includes travel to South Africa, please refer to the South African travel information details regarding 

travelling with kids under 18. 
 

Visas are not the responsibility of Redfoot Safaris. Please check with local authorities for all information pertaining to 
visa and passport requirements as these can change without prior notice. Redfoot Safaris cannot be held responsible if 
the visa situation changes after we have provided the information. We suggest you check at the time of booking and 
again one month prior to your departure from your home country.  

Health Requirements 

• Vaccinations: Yellow fever is a risk in Uganda, so it is recommended for all travellers who are 9 months of age or older 
to get the vaccine. Please do consult the World Health Organization (WHO) website, which contains additional health 
information for travellers, including detailed country-specific health information. 

• Malaria: Uganda carries a high risk of Malaria, please remember to take prophylactic medication. Visitors should 
prepare accordingly and use malaria prophylaxis and mosquito repellent when visiting these areas. For information on 
malaria, its prevention, protection from insect bites, and anti-malarial drugs, please visit the CDC's malaria web page  

• Water: Tap Water is not safe for consumption in Uganda, we recommend bottled water while travelling in Uganda. 
 

Luggage Restrictions: 
• Scheduled light air transfers to all safari camps within Southern and East Africa, allows each guest a luggage 

allowance ranging from 12-20kg (26-44lbs) of baggage. This includes camera equipment & hand luggage and 
must be packed in a soft sided bag with no rigid frames (i.e. Duffel bags).  

• The maximum dimensions of the soft bags which can be accommodated are as follows: 25cm (10 inches) wide x 
30cm (12 inches) high and 62cm (24 inches) long. Please keep in mind that the baggage compartments on most 
of the light aircraft are only 25cm (10 inches) high, so the pilots must have the ability to manipulate the bag into 
the compartment. 

• Specific baggage restrictions pertaining to the flights booked in each specific itinerary will be provided. 

https://visas.immigration.go.ug/
http://www.cdc.gov/malaria/


• Passengers weighing more than 100kg (220 lbs) must please advise us in advance as an extra seat may need to 
be costed into the package for safety purposes. 

 

Money & Spending 

The Uganda Shilling is the official currency of Uganda. You can use the Ugandan shilling in most places, but the US dollar 
is also an accepted form of payment at most lodges throughout the country. Major credit cards are accepted at most 
lodges, however, some establishments do not accept payment by Diners or American Express. 
 
 
Tipping: 

Provided the service is good, it is customary to tip lodge staff and guides in USD on your Uganda safari. Lodge and staff 

tips can also be settled on credit card on check-out to prevent large amounts of cash being carried. An in-depth tipping 

guideline will be provided on request. 

Travel Tip: There is little to no opportunity to withdraw cash once you enter Uganda as the lodges are situated in remote 

areas with no banking facilities. Please ensure that you plan for this before entry and ensure that you have at least some 

USD in cash for border crossings, tips or purchases outside of the lodges. Lodge bills, purchases and tips can be settled 

by credit card on departure. 

 

Travelling in Uganda with kids: 

Uganda is educational, interactive, and its well-equipped lodges offer family tents, activities and safe areas for children. 

However, check with your operator before travelling in Uganda with kids – and be sure to let them know how old your 

children are. 8 Year olds can sometimes go on standard game drives, but bush walks and many water-based activities 

are only suitable for those aged 12, 14 or even 16. Under the current gorilla trekking guidelines for Uganda the age limit 

for gorilla trekking is 15 years and above. Most lodges have proper services that will allow children to stay behind while 

the adults go gorilla trekking. Lodge staff and management are in position to organize optional activities such as nature 

walks, cycling, community or village walks and so much more making gorilla trekking with kids convenient. 

Photography: 

A good SLR or digital SLR camera with telephoto zoom lens (70-300mm) is recommended for photography of birds and 
animals. A wide angle lens (18-55mm) is recommended for people portraits or scenery photography. A big memory card 
and spare batteries as recommended as these are often not available at the bush camps/lodges.  

 


