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Zimbabwe Travel Information 

 
 

Few African destinations can compete with Victoria Falls for sheer visual drama. At its full, roaring peak, the ‘Smoke 

that Thunders' is one of the continent's most mesmerising sights, leaving visitors lightly soaked and absolutely 

exhilarated at the same time. The falls are on the mighty Zambezi river, which means you can see them from either 

Zambia or Zimbabwe. Arguably, the best on-foot views are from Zimbabwe’s side, but while these views have won it 

international fame, Zimbabwe is so much more than Victoria Falls: it is one of Southern Africa’s most rewarding big 

game safari destinations.   

Zimbabwe is an authentic, rugged destination that we especially recommend to travellers returning to Africa for an 

off-the-beaten track experience. Zimbabwe’s flagship reserve is Hwange National Park, a short drive from Victoria 

Falls and home to a full cast of your favourite mammals, from lions, leopards and hyenas to big herds of elephant 

and buffalo, elegant antelope, giraffe and zebra. Zimbabwe wildlife highlights also include bird watching and game 

viewing along the Zambezi River at Victoria Falls; Zambezi canoe and walking safaris at Mana Pools; Fly in to 

Matusadona National Park, set on the shores of Lake Kariba, a haven for rhinos and elephants and home to a thriving 

lion population and game viewing and birding at Malilangwe Wildlife Reserve and Gonarezhou National Park in 

barely-visited southern Zimbabwe.  

 

Our top places to visit in Zimbabwe: 

• Victoria Falls - adventure activities, safaris & iconic scenery 

• Hwange National Park - classic game viewing & bird watching 

• Mana Pools National Park - beautiful wilderness & superb game viewing 

• Matusadona National Park – lions & elephants, boating & fishing 

 

Best Time to Visit Zimbabwe 

With mild temperatures, virtually no rain and a low malaria risk, the dry May to October winter season is generally 

seen as the best time to visit Zimbabwe for game-viewing, although note that September and October are extremely 

hot and dry months.  
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The best time to travel to Victoria Falls on the other hand is at the end of the summer rainy season when the falls are 

in full flood - go between April and May for the most dramatic views but expect a lot of spray at this time. Some 

visitors prefer visiting between Jun to Aug when the visibility is better as the spray is reduced. However, it is the 

August to December low water season that is regarded as the best time to go white-water rafting at Victoria Falls - 

the volume and speed of the water is reduced and the rapids are more exposed. 

 

Passport and Visa Requirements 

Passports:  
• Every visitor to Zimbabwe must be in possession of a passport that is valid until six months after the initial date of 

travel. 
• The situation regarding blank pages in passports, for visits to Southern Africa, changes regularly. We strongly 

encourage all travellers to or from Zimbabwe via South Africa to have six or more unstamped visa pages in their 
passport. Blank “endorsement” pages are not sufficient. The blank pages must be “visa” pages.  Travelers without 
the requisite blank visa pages in their passports may be refused entry into Zimbabwe or neighbouring countries – 
the minimum requirement for Zimbabwe is 3 blank pages. Please check blank visa page requirements for all 
countries visited in a single itinerary and ensure you are covered. 

 
Visa’s:  

• Most passport holders need a visa to enter Zimbabwe. The Kaza UNIVISA for Zimbabwe and Zambia is a new 
initiative allowing visitors to purchase a single visa which covers entry into both countries. These are available at 
all the ports of entry and if you’re planning to travel between Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe and Livingstone, Zambia, 
this will make things a lot easier.  

• If you plan to get a visa on arrival, make sure you have the correct amount of cash (US dollars) with you as change 
may not be available. Visa fees change without notice so please have a little extra cash on you - currently $50. 

• Citizens from certain countries may need to obtain a visa prior to arrival – please check with your local consulate.  
 

• If for any reason the Kaza UNIVISA is not available (as temporary suspensions have occurred in the past), you’ll 
need to purchase a visa for each of the countries at the ports of entry, and if visiting other countries and returning 
to Zimbabwe thereafter you will need a double entry visa.  

• Single and double entry visit visas are available at all ports of entry, but multi-entry visas are not. Visa fees change 
without notice so please have a little extra cash on you. Currently the price is $30-$50 for a single entry and $50-
$80 for a double entry depending on your nationality. 

• If you are staying in Zimbabwe but flying out of Livingston, Zambia you will still need to purchase a single-entry 
Zambian visa for $50 to access the airport. There is a day-tripper visa available for Zambia in certain circumstances 
when visiting from Zimbabwe but you need to enter and exit the country from the same port of entry – this is 
therefore available for day trips to Zambia if returning to Zimbabwe. 

• If travelling on an emergency travel document, please check visa requirements as these may differ. 
 

Visas are not the responsibility of Redfoot Safaris. Please check with local authorities for all information pertaining to 
visa and passport requirements as these can change without prior notice. Redfoot Safaris cannot be held responsible 
if the visa situation changes after we have provided the information. We suggest you check at the time of booking 
and again one month prior to your departure from your home country.  

 
Travelling with Children: 

• If your itinerary includes travel to South Africa or Botswana, please refer to the South African travel information 
details regarding travelling with kids under 18. 

Health Requirements 

• Malaria: Remember malaria prophylactic medication is required if visiting Zimbabwe. 
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•  Vaccinations: No vaccinations are required to visit Zimbabwe; however, Yellow fever vaccination is required for 
travellers who are arriving from, or have transited through, countries with risk of yellow fever transmission. 
(Please note that Kenya is an endemic country so please check with your Local Travel Clinic for requirements and 
updates). You can find detailed information on vaccinations and other health precautions on the CDC website. For 
information about outbreaks of infectious diseases abroad, consult the World Health Organization (WHO) 
website, which contains additional health information for travellers, including detailed country-specific health 
information. 

• Tap water is generally safe to drink everywhere, but should bottled mineral water be preferred, this is readily 
available 

 

Money & Spending 

Following the collapse of the Zimbabwe Dollar, Zimbabwe currently uses the US Dollar as its currency. Credit Cards 

are accepted at all lodges/hotels and most restaurants or tourist destinations. Withdrawing cash from an ATM or 

bank is not something you can rely on especially in the safari destinations. Cash is only required if purchasing from 

informal traders or as a personal preference. Travellers’ cheques and credit/debit cards are not widely accepted and 

often incur hefty fees. 

NB: Zimbabwe does experience USD cash shortages from time to time – travellers should have the necessary 

spending money on them before they arrive and make use of their credit cards for larger purchases.  

Tipping  
Bring small denomination notes - small change is rarely available in Zimbabwe - and note that although tipping lodge 

staff and guides is customary for good service, make sure that a service charge hasn't been added onto your bill 

beforehand. An in-depth tipping guideline will be provided on request. 

 

Luggage Restrictions: 

• Scheduled light air transfers to all safari camps within Southern and East Africa, allows each guest a luggage 
allowance ranging from 12-20kg (26-44lbs) of baggage. This includes camera equipment & hand luggage and must 
be packed in a soft sided bag with no rigid frames (ie: Duffel bags).  

• The maximum dimensions of the soft bags which can be accommodated are as follows: 25cm (10 inches) wide x 
30cm (12 inches) high and 62cm (24 inches) long. Please keep in mind that the baggage compartments on most of 
the light aircraft are only 25cm (10 inches) high, so the pilots must have the ability to manipulate the bag into the 
compartment. 

• Specific baggage restrictions pertaining to the flights booked in each specific itinerary will be provided. 
• Passengers weighing more than 100kg (220 lbs) must please advise us in advance as an extra seat may need to be 

costed into the package for safety purposes. 
 

Photography: 

A good SLR or digital SLR camera with telephoto zoom lens (70-300mm) is recommended for photography of birds 

and animals. A wide angle lens (18-55mm) is recommended for people portraits or scenery photography. A big 

memory card and spare batteries as recommended as these are often not available at the bush camps/lodges.  

Camera Equipment Rental – Particular lodges are now offering travellers the opportunity to rent professional camera 

equipment for their safari. Contact us for more information. 

 

 


